THE 85™ |

-GISLATIV

- S

-SSION

Outcomes for Texas Hospitals and Behavioral Health

Texas Hospital Association

Sara Gonzalez

Vice President, Advocacy & Public Policy
Texas Hospital Association

ol
\
g



The Texas Legislative Session

A Biennial Regular Session for 140 Days
A Second Tuesday of January

A 6,631 Bills Filed in 2017

A THA Tracking 1144 Bills in 2017

A Sine Die, May 29

A Special Session called by Governor began
July 18
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Legislative Process in Theory

R

Texas Hospital Association



Legislative Process in Reality

First Reading and Fiscal impact statement prepared
Referral to Committee and distributed to committee.
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140 Days Every Other Year

The average legislative office handles the
following during the 140-day session:

A 7,000 + bills

A 6,000 telephone calls
A 5,000 drop-in visitors
A 8,000 letters

A 15,000 emails

A 600 event invitations
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SESSION OVERVIEW

A Competing Priorities:
A House: CPS reform, school finance,
mental health
A Senate: school choice, border security,
property tax relief, bathrooms
A State Fiscal Situation

& $10 B less in available revenue than last
session

A $2 B less appropriated for Medicaid in
spite of increased caseload and costs.
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THA Priorities for 85t Legislative Session

A Medicaid Rates that Reflect Cost of Care, Protect
Access to Care and Reduce Reliance on
Supplemental Payments.

A Continue 1115 Transformation Waiver.
A UC and DSRIP Incentive Payments

A Maintain Trauma, Rural, and Safety-Net Medicaid
payments.

A Continued Funding for Physician, Nurse, Health
Care Professionals.

A Funding to Support a Strong Behavioral Health
Care System.

Texas Hospital Association



